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and paper for the purpose of making his will. So
weak and wandering was he at the moment that on
signing the will he had spilled across it the inkstand
upon his bed. He had then expressed himself as
follows : c This document/ he had said, ' should not
be marred: let a copy thereof be made forthwith :
if I am still alive I shall sign that also.'

There had not, in those days (as indeed in other
days), been any surplus of paper at Killyleagh. In
order to save time the duplicate of the will had been
written out on the inside of the original wrapper.
Lord Clanbrassil survived to sign that duplicate.
Lady Alice, in her criminal haste, had discarded the
wrapper. It had been found again. It was granted
probate.

In the course of those years a complication had
arisen. Lady Alice (fortunately for herself) had died
in 1677 while the case was still in progress. The last
surviving Hamilton cousin had also died. Yet before
his death (confident as he was that some at least of
the Clanbrassil estates would come to him) he had,
for his part also, made a will. It was not a very easy
will to make since he was at the time wholly unaware
what he might or might not inherit. He had therefore,
in a somewhat amateurish manner, banked on proba-
bilities. He thus stated as his last will and testament
that c whatever castles, lands, tenements, mills and
islands* might eventually become his under the
supposed will of Lord Clanbrassil should be divided
in exactly equal halves between his daughter Anne
and his nephew Gawn.

Upon the discovery of the duplicate of the Clan-
brassil will, which brought the whole Hamilton estate